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Venture Capital IT

Venture Capital IT is already a reference event in the Portuguese Venture Capital market. A group of national and 

international experts will discuss Entrepreneurship, New Technologies and Venture Capital in a room where concrete 
projects, ideas and concepts will show everyone the trends of the market.

The congress includes an Elevator Pitch where any project can be presented to the public in the expectation of getting 

the necessary financing from the present investors.

Besides the public Elevator Pitch, a few selected projects will have the opportunity to meet with a partner Venture 

Capitalist in order to potentially raise capital.

Fifth VCIT ends with Gesventure Awards being given to the one’s that best represent Innovation, Internationalization

and Entrepreneurship.
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Conferences (1)

VCIT is mostly focused in the conferences that go through the two days of the congress. In the past four editions we brought 

to Portugal many international relevant speakers of the most varied fields. From Africa, Europe, North or South America, we 

insist in continuing to internationalize the congress, improving year after year the quality standards of the event.

Space to debate is also a priority, being given always 10 to 20 minutes of discussion after each one of the four sessions.

Some of the last year foreign speakers:
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Chris Curtis

Mark Delamere

Jack Lang

Shai Vyakarnam

Stephen Grech

David Key
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Conferences (2)

ECONOMY AND MARKETS
• China: The new “ El Dorado” ? ; Competition vc Cooperation; Opportunities and Threats; How to penetrate the Chinese market;
• Dimension and new horizons in the IT market;
• Development strategies in financial markets;
• Venture Capital as Portugal’s development gear;
• Space Industries: An opportunity for Portuguese companies;
• CASE STUDY.

ENTREPRENEURSHIP
• Everything you should know before starting your own company;
• “ Best Practices”  in Start-Up’s;
• National and International institutional support to the development of entrepreneurial initiatives;
• Venture Capital role in Early Stage companies;
• CASE STUDY.

TURNAROUND MANAGEMENT: MBO/ MBI’s AND TURNAROUNDS
• International market outlook;
• An opportunity still to explore in Portugal?;
• Venture Capital role;
• Legal and fiscal limitations;
• Public entities role;
• CASE STUDY.

VENTURE CAPITAL OUTLOOK 2005
• European and American Market;
• Chinese and Brazilian Venture Capital markets;
• Portuguese Venture Capital market.
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Speakers (1)

Ian Page is, since 2003, Business Development Director of Seven 
Spires Investments, an early-stage, high-tech investment fund 
established with £25m of private money. He manages investments 
of up £1 million per year per company and sits on the boards of most 
investee companies. Ian is a Visiting Professor in the Department of 
Computing at Imperial College, University of London. He is also 
Entrepreneur in Residence at the University of Reading, and 
undertakes occasional independent consulting activities.

Chris Curtis has responsibilities for the overall direction of 
CGInternational, business development and vision. Chris has a 
strong entrepreneurial drive and a vision that sees 
entrepreneurship as a tool for helping individuals take control of 
their lives. He is a strong believer in the ability of the individual 
to reshape themselves and make the most of their potential.

Mira Amaral is best known in Portugal for his relations with 
banking activity like: Caixa Geral de Depósitos, BPI, Banco 
de Fomento (Mozambique) or Post Bank (Roménia). He 
assumes consulting activities in CIMPOR, UNICER, 
ATLANTIS and REPSOL among many other companies. 
His political activity is also remarcable, leading Portuguese 
Labour and Social Security Minister (1985-87) and Industry 
and Energy Minister (1987-1995).

3rd – 4th, May

Since joining Natexis in 1993 François Bernardeau has been in 
charge of the IFD-AXA portfolio, of Natexis Private Equity’s 
operations in Asia and Brazil, and of the Laboratoire Pasteur 
Cerba©s buy-out operation. Prior to this he was Chief Financial 
Officer of Rossignol Skis USA, of the CEA (French atomic 
Commission) Healthcare Division, and spent 4 years as 
Development Vice President of LaboratoirePasteur Cerba. He was 
also Private Equity Investment Manager for IDI and EPICEA.

Alex Pegley is Chief Executive of DSGVC Limited. Before joining 
DSG he was the COO of E-capital Investments plc, a £20m 
proprietary venture fund, where he made a number of investments. 
He also has worked for financial services division of The Olivetti 
Group and Oracle Financing Division in the UK. His academic 
background includes a MBA at the London Business School.

Julie Logan is the Director of Simfonec, a Science 
Enterprise Centre led by Cass Business School, City of 
London. The Centre’s mission is to deliver science ideas to 
the commercial marketplace. This is achieved by the 
provision of enterprise education to both staff and students, 
and mentoring and support for technology transfer.

Mannie Manhong Liu is na expert in Venture Capital. She’s the 
Director of Boston China VC Research Center and of the Renmin
University Venture Capital and  Private Equity  Research Institute. 
She’s also the vice-Director of National Venture Capitalist 
Committee of China, Financial Advisor of Beijing Municipal 
Government and Professor/ Ph.D. Student Mentor at the Finance 
School of Renmin University of China.
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Speakers (2)

Other speakers confirmed:
Ana Sofia Batista (Abreu, Cardigos & Associados, Portugal)

António Gaspar (IAPMEI, Portugal)

António Neto da Silva (Proespaço, Portugal)

Francisco Banha (Gesventure, Portugal)

Fernando Valbuena Arbaiza (Aso. Jóvens Emprendedores Extremadura, Spain)

Horácio Piriquito (Financial Analists Association, Portugal)

João Arantes de Oliveira (APCRI, Portugal)

Paulo Rosado (Outsystems, Portugal) 

Miguel Teixeira de Abreu (Abreu, Cardigos & Associados, Portugal)

Paulo Pinto (DIF Broker, Portugal)

João Baptista (Assoc. Brasileira de Capital de Risco, Brasil)

Paulo Varela (Visabeira Group - Mozambique, Portugal)

Pedro Murta (DRIVE, SCR, Portugal) 

Ricardo Câmara e Sousa (Enterprise Liaison Officer, U.K.)

Rocha de Matos (Lispólis, Portugal)

Javier Echarri (EVCA, Belgium) 

Jorge Bártolo (API Capital, Portugal)

...
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Elevator Pitch

Between each conference session, entrepreneurs will have the opportunity to present their projects to all the public 

in 5 minutes presentations.

The purpose is not only to give them an opportunity to raise capital but also to show everyone the market 

opportunities that are still to develop.

This is an innovating initiative in Portugal. Two elevator pitches have already been realised during the 4th VCIT (May 
2004) and the 6th Gesventure Meeting (November, 2004) with proven success. 
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Private Sessions

Throughout the two days of the congress, a few selected projects are presented to a venture capitalist, normally one of the 

event sponsor, in private sessions. This is, in most cases, a unique chance to meet a venture capitalist for 30 minutes.

The results of this initiative are very positive. From the two private sessions realized, 3 projects have been selected 

(Outsystems, Acqual and Tic-Tac), all of them from the 4th VCIT. The results of the 6th Gesventure Meeting are still to come.
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Outsystems
4th VCIT Elevator Pitch

€2,200.000. raised

Acqual
4th VCIT Elevator Pitch

€500.000 raised

Tic-Tac
4th VCIT Elevator Pitch

€50.000 raised
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Gesventure Awards

Gesventure awards each year the person/company that most represent each of

the following concepts: Entrepreneurship, Innovation and Internationalization. 

VCIT Sponsor’s associate their name to one of the prizes.

Entrepreneurship

• Dionísio Pestana – Grupo Pestana (2001)

• Markus Kemper – Cesce (2002)

• Jorge Rebelo de Almeida – Grupo Vila Galé (2003)

• Paulo Mirpuri – Air Luxor (2004)

Innovation
• José Neves – Swear (2001)

• Pedro Pissarra – Biotecnol (2002)

• Paulo Rosado – Outsystems (2003)

• New Vision (2004)

Internationalization

• Quadriga (2001)

• Rui Melo – Quatro (2002)

• Renova, S.A (2003)

• Derovo – António Afoito (2004)

Winners of the 4th VCIT from left to right: Internationalization PME Investimentos, Entrepreneurship PT Investimentos Internacionais e Innovation BPN.

Venture Capital IT 2005
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A Successful Concept

Forum Entrepreneurs-IT focus mostly in the growth management of innovative companies and meets twice a year.

Capital-IT is probably the best known European Venture Capital Conference. Realized in Paris, twice a year more than 

700 investor, entrepreneurs, consultants and journalists assist to 40 project presentations in the New Technologies area.

Every 6 months, stock market professionals, analysts, investors and opinion makers meet to analyze the evolution of the 

Euronext in everything that relates to New Technologies sector.

Venture Capital IT 2005

www.gesventure.pt

55thth

3rd – 4th, May



Previous Editions Press Review
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Public

Bank

Associations

Companies

Private Companies

Public Companies

Private Banks
Public Banks

IAPMEI

SME’s

Consulting Companies
Private Universitires

Public Universities

Euronext Lisbon

Technical Parks

Venture Capitalists

Universities

Business Angel Networks

Technical Institutes

• Entrepreneurs;

• Financial Entities Board Members;

• Economic Groups Investment Directors;

• Students and Teachers;

• Venture Capital Managers;

• Businessmen;

• Consultants
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Gesventure - Positioning

� 1st « Venture Catalyst » in Portugal

� + 200 Dossiers Analysed

� €3.500.000 raised

�  + 100 conferences as speakers

�  8 Semestral Venture Capital Indicators

�  ISO 9001:2000 Certified

Mergers
and

Acquisitions

Capital 
Raising

Company
Incubation

Venture Capital IT 2005

www.gesventure.pt

� � � � � � � ��� �	 
 
 	 �� � �
 � � �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � ��� � � � � � � � � �� � � 
 � �

�� �� � � �� � �� � � �� � �� �� � � � 
 � �� � �� � � � �� � � �� � �� �� � � � � ��

� � � � � � � � � �� � � 
 � � � � � � � � � �� � � � � �� �� � � ��� � � � � � � � �� � � � � �  �

� � � �� � � �� � �! � � � � � � � �� � � �" � � � � �# � � � �
 � � �� � � � � � � � �� � � � � �  ��

$ � � � � � �� � � � � � ��%� � &�# ' � � 
 � �
 � � ��� � � � � 
 � �
 � � ��( � � �) � � � ��

* � � � � ��# � � � � � ��� � � � 
 � �( +, ��� � � � �� � � �� � � ��" +- . ��� � � / ��

� � � 
 �� ��" � � 0 � � � � %��1 � � � � � ��# ��� � �� 2��* � � � � � � � �3� � � ��� � � ��

* � � � 4� � ��$ � � �� � ��3� �3� � � ��3� � � � 5 � � �
 � � ��* � ( � � ��3� � � � 6 7�� � ��

8 �� �� ��$ ' � � �� � ��� ��� �� � � � �� � �� ���

partner

€ 300 millions raised

55thth

3rd – 4th, May



Gesventure - Mission

Mission

Institutional Venture Capital
Portuguese funds

European and American
Venture Capitalists

Corporate 
Ventures

Business Angels
Business Angels Club (Portugal)

EBAN (European Business Angels Network)

“ Obtain the most adequate
financing to the best projects”

Venture Capital IT 2005
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Francisco Banha - GesventureChristoff Chausson – Chausson Finance

55thth

3rd – 4th, May


